
 
 
 

WRIS Summer Reading Book List Selections 
“A Universe of Stories” 

(by Lexile level) 
  

Grades 4-6 
 

Below are a list of title ideas that encompass our theme, which celebrates the 
50th Anniversary of Apollo 11. These are just suggestions to inspire reading. 

Choices are not limited to the following list. Feel free to access the local library 
link for more ideas.   

 
https://woodridgememoriallibrary.org/a-universe-of-stories-non-fiction/ 

 

Note: If choosing a book off of this suggested list, please fill out the Summer 
Reading - Read Off the List request form (found on the school’s website) 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

LEGO Women of NASA Space Heroes Meet four amazing women - astronauts, 

scientists and mathematicians - who helped make space travel a reality. Illustrated 

with photography from the new LEGO® Ideas Women of NASA set, this book for 

children learning to read is a fun way to discover the achievements of some of space 

travel's greatest pioneers. Read about Mae Jemison, the first African American 

women to travel in space. Find out how Sally Ride inspired future scientists after her 

career as an astronaut. Discover how Margaret Hamilton created computer software 

for the Apollo mission, and see the stars with Nancy Grace Roman through the giant 

Hubble Telescope. Learn about NASA, and explore what life is like aboard the 

Endeavour Space Shuttle! (Lexile < 200) 

 

You Should Meet Mai Jemison by  Laurie Calkhoven 

Meet Mae Jemison, the first African-American female astronaut! Did you know 

before Mae was an astronaut, she went to medical school and joined the Peace 

Corps? But she never forgot her childhood dream to travel to outer space. So in 1985 

she applied to NASA’s astronaut training program. On September 12, 1992, Mae flew 

https://woodridgememoriallibrary.org/a-universe-of-stories-non-fiction/


into space with six other astronauts aboard the space shuttle Endeavour and made 

history—just like you can if you follow your dreams! (Lexile < 250) 

 

 

 

You Should Meet Katherine Johnson by Shea Feldman and Alyssa Petersen 

Meet Katherine Johnson, a brilliant mathematician who worked at NASA in the early 

1950s until retiring in 1986. Katherine’s unparalleled calculations (done by hand) 

helped plan the trajectories for NASA’s Mercury and Apollo missions (including the 

Apollo 11 moon landing). She is said to be one of the greatest American minds of all 

time. (Lexile < 250) 

 

Red’s Planet Series by Eddie Pittman 

Red’s Planet, an intergalactic graphic novel fantasy series from award-winning 

cartoonist Eddie Pittman (writer/story artist for Disney’s hit TV series Phineas and 

Ferb), is a nonstop adventure with a unique cast of characters unlike any you’ve 

ever seen before. (Lexile 350) 

 

Sally Ride (My Itty-Bitty Bio) The My Itty-Bitty Bio series are biographies for the 

earliest readers. This book examines the life of astronaut Sally Ride in a simple, age-

appropriate way that will help children develop word recognition and reading skills. 

Includes a timeline, primary sources, and informative backmatter. (Lexile 360) 

 

Eek and Ack Chapter Books by Blake Hoena 

These engaging, early chapter books with colour illustrations are perfect for 

capturing interest and engaging reluctant readers. They revolve around the fun and 

humorous adventures of two alien brothers, Eek and Ack from the Great Goo Galaxy. 

(Lexiles 410-540) 

 

The Return of Zita by Ben Hatke 

Zita the Spacegirl has saved planets, battled monsters, and wrestled with 

interplanetary fame. But she faces her biggest challenge yet in the third and final 

installment of the Zita adventures. Wrongfully imprisoned on a penitentiary planet, 

Zita has to plot the galaxy's greatest jailbreak before the evil prison warden can 

execute his plan of interstellar domination! (Lexile 510) 

 



 

 

 

 

Hilo The Boy Who Crashed to Earth by Judd Winick 

D.J. and his friend Gina are totally normal kids. But Hilo isn't! Hilo doesn’t know 

where he came from, or what he’s doing on Earth. (Or why going to school in only 

your underwear is a BAD idea!) . . . But UH-OH, what if Hilo wasn’t the only thing to 

fall to our planet? Can the trio unlock the secrets of Hilo's past? Can Hilo SURVIVE a 

day at school? Find out in HILO-a laugh-out-loud, epic story of friendship! 

Adventure! (And the occasionally mutant robot ant).  (Lexile 600-633) 

 

My Journey To The Stars - Astronaut Scott Kelly by Andre Ceolin (New Jersey 

astronaut! Topic discussed in fourth grade! 

Biography of American hero, Astronaut Scott Kelly! Scott wasn't sure what he 

wanted to be when he grew up. He struggled in school and often got in trouble with 

his twin brother, Mark. Then one day Scott discovered a book about test pilots and 

astronauts that set him on a new path. 

(Lexile 680 *Different levels available) 

 

Counting on Katherine by Helaine Becker 

The bold story of Katherine Johnson, an African-American mathematician who 

worked for NASA during the space race and was depicted in the film Hidden 

Figures. 

You've likely heard of the historic Apollo 13 moon landing. But do you know about 

the mathematical genius who made sure that Apollo 13 returned safely home? 

As a child, Katherine Johnson loved to count. She counted the steps on the road, the 

number of dishes and spoons she washed in the kitchen sink, everything! Boundless, 

curious, and excited by calculations, young Katherine longed to know as much as she 

could about math, about the universe. 

From Katherine's early beginnings as a gifted student to her heroic 

accomplishments as a prominent mathematician at NASA, Counting on Katherine is 

the story of a groundbreaking American woman who not only calculated the course 

of moon landings but, in turn, saved lives and made enormous contributions to 



history.   

(lexile 710) 

 

 

Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass 

The lives of three very different teenagers intersect during a rare and total solar 

eclipse in this utterly lovely novel by acclaimed children's author Wendy Mass. Ally 

is a bright, self-confident, homeschooled young teen who loves her life just as it 

is.(Lexile 740) 

 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle 

Winner of the 1963 Newbery Medal, L'Engle's novel, the first in the Time Quartet, 

still has the power to mesmerize even the most jaded reader. A profound sense of 

mystery courses through every page. The novel's sophisticated concept, along with 

its warm and sensitive narrative tone, set the perfect stage for Meg to discover that 

love is the most powerful force in the universe. (Lexile 740) 

 

Searchlight Books: Discover Planet Series (8 titles) by Georgia Beth 

With large-scale, full-color photos of planets and spacecraft accompanying well-

written, and engaging text. Searchlight Books: Discover Planets series (8 titles) 

offers elementary-schoolers a thorough introduction to our planetary neighbor. 

Beth's informative and descriptive sentences ('Huge tornadoes of red powder race 

across the surface') are wonderfully matched by the photos, which always relate 

directly to the topic at hand, and the chapters logically progress through the 

concepts. (Lexiles 740-860) 

 

Where is Our Solar System? by Stephanie Sabol 

Our solar system consists of eight planets, as well as numerous moons, comets, 

asteroids, and meteoroids. For thousands of years, humans believed that Earth was 

at the center of the Universe, but all of that changed in the 17th century. 

Astronomers like Nicolaus Copernicus, Galileo Galilei, Johannes Kepler, and Isaac 

Newton proposed the unthinkable theory that Earth and the other planets actually 

revolved around the Sun. This engaging book chronicles the beginning of the 

modern age of astronomy, then follows later discoveries, including NASA's current 

missions in space. (Lexile 780) 

 



 

 

 

I Love You, Michael Collins by Lauren Baratz-Logsted 

A funny and heartwarming middle-grade historical fiction novel about a girl who 

writes letters to her favorite astronaut as America prepares for the moon landing. 

It’s 1969 and the country is gearing up for what looks to be the most exciting 

moment in U.S. history: men landing on the moon. Ten-year-old Mamie’s class is 

given an assignment to write letters to the astronauts. All the girls write to Neil 

Armstrong ("So cute!") and all the boys write to Buzz Aldrin ("So cool!"). Only 

Mamie writes to Michael Collins, the astronaut who will come so close but never 

achieve everyone else's dream of walking on the moon, because he is the one who 

must stay out in space with the ship. (Lexile 800) 

 

 

Who Was Neil Armstrong by Roberta Edwards 

On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong stepped on the moon and, to an audience of over 

450 million people, proclaimed his step a "giant leap for mankind." This Eagle Scout 

built his own model planes as a little boy and then grew up to be a test pilot for 

experimental aircraft before becoming an astronaut. Over 80 black-and-white 

illustrations bring Armstrong's story to life. (Lexile 810) 

 

Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover by Markus Motum 

Maybe you remember when a little robotic spacecraft landed on a far-off planet. On 

August 6, 2012, the rover Curiosity touched down on the rocky surface of Mars — 

and now she’s ready to guide you through her journey firsthand. From idea to 

creation and beyond, this fact-filled, stylish book introduces readers to Curiosity and 

her mission: to discover more about the red planet and search for evidence of life. 

How did Curiosity get her name? What tools does she use to carry out her tasks? In 

her own voice, the popular NASA rover tells how and why she traveled more than 

350,000,000 miles to explore a planet no human has ever visited . . . and what she’s 

been doing there. In his debut picture book, Markus Motum brings Curiosity’s story 

to life in vivid color: the deep blues of space set off the warm, rusted hues of Mars’s 

dusty red surface, marking this lovable rover and her mission as something special 

— truly a world apart (lexile 970) 

 



 

See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng 

"See You in the Cosmos is a remarkable debut novel, full of heart and forgiveness, the 

wonder of space, and the kindness of strangers. This is a novel that will spark 

conversation and empathy among readers. It's an excellent choice that both older 

middle school kids and their parents will enjoy." (Lexile 1120) 

 

 

Endurance by Scott Kelly (New Jersey astronaut! Topic discussed in fourth grade!) 

Discover what it’s like to spend a year in space in this awe-inspiring memoir from a 

real-life NASA astronaut who did just that! Prepare to blast off with astronaut Scott 

Kelly as he takes readers on a journey through his year aboard the International 

Space Station and his life prior to becoming a true American hero. (Lexile 1140) 

 

Spacejackers by Huw Powell 

As a baby, Jake Cutler was separated from his family and left on the planet Remota, 

deep in the seventh solar system. Eleven years later and Jake isn't like other boys-he 

has purple eyes and carries a secret within himself that could change the entire 

universe. (Grade Range 4-7) 

 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Liam has always had trouble keeping his feet on the ground. Being 239,000 miles 
from earth doesn't make it any easier. (grade range 3-7) 

Intergalactic P.S.3 by Madeline L’Engle 

This standalone chapter book gives young readers the perfect entry into the world 
of Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time, and lifelong fans of the Time Quintet will 
recognize characters and settings from A Wind in the Door, the second book in the 
beloved series. Thoughtful, adventurous, and unique, Intergalactic P.S. 3 is a 
stunning story of the power of love to span the universe. 

Charles Wallace Murry is old enough to start school, but his sister, Meg, and their 
friend Calvin know he isn’t cut out for school on Earth—Meg worries that he’ll be 
more misunderstood than ever. Luckily, with the help of the three celestial creatures 
Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who, and Mrs Which, there is another place where Charles 
Wallace can get his education: Intergalactic P.S. 3, a public school in a completely 
different galaxy. The three children travel through time and space to reach the 



school, but for them all to make it home safely, Meg must undergo a test that will 
challenge her inner strength, her perspective, and her ability to protect the ones she 
loves. (age level 7-10) 
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